Now, it is especially when the disease is still at a period near its commencement, or when it takes on an imperfect form, that it would be of consequence to be able to recognise it by the smallest indication.
I have proposed, in the progressive development of the malady, three periods: the first extends from the moment at which the earliest symptoms appear, up to the time when spasmodic rigidity of the limbs reduces the patient to an almost absolute impotence. ? The second comprises all the time (generally very long) during which the patient, confined to bed, or hardly able to take a few steps in his room, preserves nevertheless the integrity of his organic functions. The third, in fine, commences at the moment when, at the same time as all the symptoms of the disease are aggravated simultaneously, the functions of nutrition suffer in a perceptible manner. Apropos of this last period, there will be occasion to notice the accidents which, in the usual order of things, mark the last period of the disease, and precipitate the fatal termination. 
